,4     MONSIEUR BERGERET IN PARIS

should apportion and distribute it. And he
called to mind the godlike swine-herd Eumseus
receiving Ulysses in his pig-sty. He did not
recognize him, but honoured him as a guest
sent by Zeus:

"Eumseus rose to divide the portions among
his guests, for he had an equitable mind. He
made seven portions, whereof he dedicated one to
the Nymphs and to Hermes, son of Maia, and
of the rest he gave one portion to each of his
table companions; but to honour his guest
Ulysses he offered him the whole chine of the pig.
And the subtle Ulysses rejoiced thereat and said
to Eumseus: c Eumseus, mayst thou remain for
ever dear to our father Zeus for that thou hast
honoured me, such as I am, by giving me the
best portion I *"

Thus Monsieur Bergeret, when in the company
of his old servant, daughter of Mother Earth,
felt himself carried back to the days of antiquity.

"Will Monsieur help himself to a little
more ?"

But he had not, like the divine Ulysses and
the kings of Homer, an heroic appetite ; and, as
he ate, he read his paper, which lay open upon the
table. This was another habit of which the servant
did not approve.